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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, disclosure is made of the following 
known related art listed in the accompanying Information Disclosure Citation, Form PTO-1449. 
Any marks made upon submitted copies of such listed art should not be interpreted as 
emphasizing or indicating as relevant portions of such marked related art. Often, such marks are 
made on the original documents by unknown third parties and so are not applicable to the present 
invention. 

Applicant hereby cites the patents and/or publications on the attached form for 
consideration by the Patent and Trademark Office in regard to the claimed invention. By this 
notice, Applicant requests that the Patent and Trademark Office make of record the documents 
listed. No representation is made that more pertinent material is not available or should not be 
considered by the Examiner. It is expected that the Patent and Trademark Office will 
independently conduct a complete search of appropriate prior art. Furthermore, no admission is 
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being made that these documents are prior art, and Applicant reserves the right to challenge any 
such conclusion. 

EXPERIMENTAL USE, IF ANY USE 

In or about the 1993-1994 school year, the Inventor was teaching eighth grade 
English. He had students mark some highlighting in a book occasionally during class. He 
purchased the books - the same one for everyone, i.e., Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling. 
A color copy of the Inventor's copy of the Captains Courageous book with highlighting by the 
Inventor is enclosed for reference. (The book itself is NOT relevant prior art.) The book was 
read in class for various periods of time over about one month. The Inventor/teacher suggested 
to the students to try highlighting the book on the text itself for certain plot elements and/or 
characters (e.g., see page 1). The Inventor found that the highlighting on the text was 
cumbersome and messy. 

He then tried putting highlighting in the margin in one color and highlighting on the text 
in another. (See, e.g., pages 2 et seq.) He highlighted his own book using different colors by 
placing the highlighting in the margins adjacent to lines of text to denominate different aspects of 
the plot and/or different characters speaking or acting. There are less than a handful of places in 
his book where there are multiple colors used in the margin. (See, pp. 10 and 15 near the bottom 
and p. 16). He again found that the highlighting was messy and cumbersome, and so quickly 
stopped putting multiple colors in the margin. For example, the high lighting bled through many 
pages, see e.g., pp. 13, 14, 15, et. seq. 

The story was read in class. The Inventor theorized that possibly comprehension and 
enjoyment would be increased by finding the appropriate hightlighting method, but the test did 
not provide consistent color-coded text as ultimately envisioned by the Inventor and as 
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manifested in the subject application. Only a very small portion of his book was color-coded and 
he stopped that experiment. The test did not resolve key issues in the Inventor's mind - how to 
apply a color-coding scheme or the like to a book without having to manually do it; how to do it 
in a clean, organized and useful manner; and if a student is presented with a color-coded text, 
will it actually improve comprehension. 

In the copy of the book enclosed, there was no recorded key and no recorded key was 
made to the best of the Inventor's recollection. 

He was not paid any extra salary and did not otherwise receive any remuneration for the 
test or highlighting the book. He did not tell school officials about the highlighting or test. He 
only used highlighting for a small part of this one book. He recalls that the book was read in 
class up to about Chapter 4 or 5. The highlighting in the book did not constitute the invention as 
the Inventor ultimately envisioned it, since it was cumbersome and messy, and especially since it 
was not achieved in a digital environment. In fact, as early as the bottom of page 17, all 
marginal highlighting, even just one highlight, stops and the remainder of the book only contains 
some sporadic "conventional" highlighting on the text itself in one color. 

The Inventor did not retain the students' books, leaving it to them to throw it out or keep 
it. It is noted that the blacked out regions in some places (e.g., the inside cover and page 25) 
contained extraneous marks made by a third party as part of a prank or "tagging". (See, e.g., the 
notation written subsequent to the tagging at the bottom of p. 21 "Tagging (graffiti)" and 
pointing to the graffiti.) It is respectfully submitted that the highlighting in the book is not prior 
art, does not embody the invention, and to the extent it embodies any part of the current 
invention, represents experimental use of an inchoate (not yet clearly formed) portion of the 
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Invention. There may be other reasons why this material is not prior art and/or does not embody 
the invention. 

TIMELINESS 

This information disclosure statement is being timely filed before the later of three 
months from the filing date of this application or before the mailing of a first official action. 

Should there be any remaining or further questions, the Examiner is requested to please 
contact the undersigned directly. It is not believed that any additional fees are due. However, in 
the event additional fees are due, the Examiner is hereby authorized to charge the enclosed credit 
card authorization for any deficiency, or credit it for any excess payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LAW OFFICES OF DAVID L. HOFFMAN 




Date: July 25, 2003 

David L. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 32,469 
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